
 
 
 

 
New Hope-Sole bury School District 

Policy Committee Minutes 
May 10, 2016—7:30PM  

District Office Conference Room 
 

Attendance 
 School Board – Doug McDonough (Chair), Mark Cowell, Adrienne Deussing 
 Administration – Dr. Yanni, Mr. Malone, Mr. Rad 
 Committee Members – Wenmei Ge, Meg Thompson, Mel Band 
 Presenters – None 
 Public – None 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. McDonough at 7:30PM. 
 
The minutes from the April 12, 2016 were approved. 
 

Old Business 
 

 The committee reviewed Mr. McDonough’s revisions to Policy 903—Public Participation 
in Meetings.  The substantive revision include an increase in public speaking minutes at 
board meetings.  This is at the discretion of the Board President or chair of the meeting.  
This policy will be recommended for approval at the May 16, 2016 board meeting. 

 The committee then reviewed the revisions to 217.4 Awarding Credit through the lens 
of virtual learning.  Definitions of virtual learning were discussed as was the process to 
allow students to partake in the virtual academy.  A major point of discussion is the 
payment for the course(s) in the Virtual Academy and the ramifications for refunds, etc. 

 Dr. Yanni indicated that PSBA has reviewed policies in the 100s and 200s series.  Dr. 
Yanni and Mr. McDonough will devise a plan to make non-substantive changes (i.e. 
clerical items—numbering paragraphs etc.) which do not require committee or board 
approval versus making substantive changes (i.e. chaging the intent and scope of a 
policy) that will require committee review and board approval. 

 
New Business 

 
 The committee reviewed the technology policy for the care of 1:1 devices. 
 The committee did a first reading of BOG 004.2—Student Representatives to the School 

Board.  The committee would like to include student representatives from the UES, MS, 
and HS, not just the HS as indicated in the bylaw.  This will be rewritten and brought 
forth for a review next month. 

 Dr. Yanni indicated that the administrative team will be constructing administrative 
regulations over the summer. 

 Dr. Yanni indicated that PSBA will be sending further feedback on policies in the 300s-
900s series.   

  



 
 
Public comment: 
 

 Mr. Band would like to see a list of funds being spent monthly on vandalism and/or 
damage.  Mr. Band also discussed policy 319 specifically where employees need to seek 
the superintendent’s approval to publish articles, etc.  Mr. Band disagrees with the 
policy.   
 

Mr. McDonough adjourned the meeting at 8:50PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


